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COUNCIL 
 

21 JULY 1999 
 
 

 Present: Councillor Adams, Bailey, Mrs Ballin, Barnard, Bayle 
   Beadsley, Bettison, Birch, Blatchford, Mrs Clifford, 
   Mrs Doyle, Egan, Fawcett, Finnie, Flood, Good,  
   Grayson, Harrison, Miss Haydon, Mrs Hayes, 
   Mrs Hirst, Jones, Mrs Keene, McCormack, Mills, 
   North, Piasecki, Mrs Pile, Sargeant, Mrs Shillcock, 
   Simonds, Mrs Sutcliffe, Taylor, Thompson, Wade, 
   Ward, Wheaton and Worrall 
 
 Apologies for absence had been received from: 
   Councillors Ryan and Veakins 
 
 

THE MAYOR, COUNCILLOR JAMES G FINNIE IN THE CHAIR 
 

 
208. Prayers 
 
 The Reverend Bruce Russell opened the meeting with prayers. 
 
 
209. Minutes 
 
 The minutes of the meeting of the Annual Council held on 5 May 1999 were 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor. 
 
 
210. Mayor’s Announcements 
 

(i) Engagements 
 

The Mayor’s list of engagements for the period 7 May – 15 July had 
been circulated to Members for information. 
 

(ii) Mayor’s Charity 1998/99 – British Heart Foundation 
 

The Mayor announced that a cheque had been presented to Mrs Billie 
Haig of the British Heart Foundation on Monday 12 July for a total of 
£7,500 in respect of funds raised by the Mayor’s Charity during 
1998/99. 
 

(iii) The Lewis Marsh Fund – Mayor’s Charity 1999/2000 
 

The Mayor advised that his voluntary Charity Committee had 
commenced work to raise funds for the Lewis Marsh Fund, the 
Mayor’s Charity for the 1999/2000 Municipal Year.   
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(iv) Letter from the Earl and Countess of Wessex 
 

The Mayor advised the Council that the Earl and Countess of Wessex 
had written to him expressing appreciation of the good wishes from 
the people of Bracknell on their recent marriage. 
 
 

211. All Standing Committees 
 
 The minutes of the meetings of all Standing Committees held on 5 May 1999 

were submitted. 
 
 RESOLVED on the proposition of Councillor Bettison, seconded by Councillor 

Birch that the reports be received. 
 
 
212. Direct Services Board 
 
 The report of the meeting of the Direct Services Board held on 26 May 1999 

was submitted. 
 
 RESOLVED on the proposition of Councillor Sargeant, seconded by 

Councillor Miss Haydon, that the report be received. 
 
 
213. Leisure Services Committee 
 
 The report of the meeting of the Leisure Services Committee held on 15 June 

1999 was submitted. 
 
 RESOLVED on the proposition of Councillor North, seconded by Councillor 

Thompson, that the report be received. 
 
 
214. Public & Environmental Services Committee 
 
 The report of the meeting of the Public & Environmental Services Committee 

held on 22 June 1999 was submitted. 
 
 RESOLVED on the proposition of Councillor Mills, seconded by Councillor 

Egan, that the report be received and the recommendations contained therein 
be adopted. 

 
 
215. Social Services & Housing Committee 
 
 The report of the meeting of the Social Services &Housing Committee held on 

29 June 1999 was submitted. 
 
 RESOLVED that the proposition of Councillor Barnard, seconded by 

Councillor Mrs Pile, that the report be received. 
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216. Education Committee 
 
 The report of the meeting of the Education Committee held on 30 June 1999 

was submitted. 
 
 RESOLVED on the proposition of Councillor Ward, seconded by Councillor 

Mrs Hayes, that the report be received. 
 
 
217. Strategy & Policy Committee 
 
 The report of the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 1 July 

1999 was submitted. 
 
 RESOLVED on the proposition of Councillor Bettison, seconded by Councillor 

Birch, that the report be received. 
 
 
218. Planning & Transportation Committee 
 
 The report of the meeting of the Planning & Transportation Committee held 

on 1 July 1999 was submitted with the exception of Minutes 156 and 166.  
The Chairman responded to questions on the remainder of the report. 

 
 RESOLVED on the proposition of Councillor Mrs Ballin, seconded by 

Councillor Worrall, that the report be received. 
 
 
219. Minute 156 – Planning and Transportation Committee 
 

It was moved and seconded that Minute 156 of the Planning & Transportation 
Committee held on 1 July 1999 be received including the recommendation 
contained in Minute 5 of the Highways Sub Committee. 

 
 Following debate, it was  
 

RESOLVED on the proposition of Councillor Mrs Ballin, seconded by 
Councillor Blatchford, that minute 156 be received and that the 
recommendation in Minute 5 of the Highways Sub Committee be adopted. 

 
 
220. Minute 166 - Planning & Transportation Committee  
  
 Councillors Mrs Ballin, Bettison and Flood declared an interest in the matter 

under consideration and withdrew from the meeting for the duration of 
discussion. 

 
 It was moved and seconded that the recommendation at Minute 166 of the 

Planning & Transportation Committee be adopted.  
 
 Following debate, it was  
 

RESOLVED on the proposition of Councillor Worrall, seconded by Councillor 
Mrs Doyle, that the recommendation at Minute 166 be adopted. 
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221. Strategy & Policy Committee 
 
 The report of the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 14 July 

1999 was submitted, with the exception of Minutes 205 and 206. 
 
 RESOLVED on the proposition of Councillor Bettison, seconded by Councillor 

Birch, that the report, with the exception of Minutes 205 and 206 be received. 
 
 
222. Minute 205 - Strategy & Policy Committee  
 
 The Council determined that Minute 205 would be considered in the presence 

of the public and press. 
 
 Prior to consideration of Minute 205 Councillor Bettison advised the Council 

that he had a pecuniary interest in the matter under consideration but, with 
the permission of the Council, made a statement in which he accepted that he 
had unintentionally contravened the National Code of Local Government 
Conduct in the way described in the Officers’ report to the Strategy & Policy 
Committee, but emphasised that there had not been any unlawful action or 
impropriety.  Councillor Bettison then withdrew from the meeting for the 
duration of this discussion. 

 
 Minute 205 of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 14 July 1999 was 

then submitted and Councillor Birch responded to questions thereon. 
 
 It was moved by Councillor Birch and seconded by Councillor Mrs Ballin that 

Minute 205 be received.  It was then moved by Councillor McCormack and 
seconded by Councillor Good that the recommendation in Minute 205 be 
amended by the deletion of the words “as soon as practicable” in part (iv) and 
replacement with the word “immediately” and deletion of the word “could” in 
part (vii) (a) and replacement with the word “can”.  On being put to the 
meeting the amendment was declared carried.  The amended motion was 
then put to the meeting, and on a vote being taken, declared carried. 

 
 RESOLVED that Minute 205, as amended be adopted. 
 
 
223. Questions submitted under Standing Order 11 
 

(i) Question to nominated representative of Thames Valley Police 
Authority (Councillor North) by Councillor Bettison 

 
I understand that the Chief Constable of Thames Valley Police, during 
the last meeting of the Police Authority on 28 May, indicated that the 
effect upon police officer levels in the Thames Valley as a 
consequence of funding the public safety radio communications 
project might be “catastrophic”.   
 
Could you define, as best you can, how a “catastrophic” situation 
would affect the Thames Forest Police area.  Any indication of the 
best and worst case scenarios in terms of establishment levels 
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together with any likely impact on the efficiency or effectiveness of 
policing within the Thames Forest Area would be particularly helpful. 
 
Reply by Councillor North 
 
Councillor North advised that as the Council’s nominated 
representative on the Thames Valley Police Authority he was aware 
that details were yet to be received on the implications of the public 
safety radio communications project for police officer levels in the 
Thames Valley.  However it was likely that significant financial 
problems would be experienced due to the cost of the project.  It 
would be difficult to estimate the exact change to services until further 
details had been forwarded from Central Government.  However 
police officer levels could be seriously affected. 
 
Councillor North then responded to supplementary questions.  
 
 

224. Motions submitted under Standing Order 8 
 
(i) Motion 1/99 

 
Motion 1/99, as set out in the agenda for the meeting, was moved by 
Councillor Mills and seconded by Councillor Ward.  It was then moved 
by Councillor McCormack, and seconded by Councillor Fawcett that a 
full Council meeting be set aside for a full debate on this issue.  On 
being put to the meeting the amendment was declared lost.  The 
original motion was then put to the meeting and, on a request for a 
recorded vote to be taken, voting was as follows: 
 

  FOR  Councillor Adams, Bailey, Mrs Ballin, Barnard, Bayle 
    Beadsley, Bettison, Birch, Blatchford, Mrs Clifford, 
    Mrs Doyle, Egan, Fawcett, Finnie, Flood, Good,  
    Grayson, Harrison, Miss Haydon, Mrs Hayes, 
    Mrs Hirst, Jones, Mrs Keene, McCormack, Mills, 
    North, Piasecki, Mrs Pile, Sargeant, Mrs Shillcock, 
    Simonds, Mrs Sutcliffe, Taylor, Thompson, Wade, 
    Ward, Wheaton and Worrall  (38) 

 
  AGAINST None 
 
  Motion 1/99 was accordingly declared carried. 
 

(ii) Motion 2/99 
 

Motion 2/99, as set out in the agenda for the meeting, was moved by 
Councillor Bettison and seconded by Councillor Barnard. 
 
On being put to the meeting Motion 2/99 was declared carried. 
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(iii) Motion 3/99 
 

Motion 3/99, as set out in the agenda for the meeting, was moved by 
Councillor Beadsley and seconded by Councillor Mrs Shillcock. 
 
On being put to the meeting, a request for a recorded vote to be taken 
was made and voting was as follows: 
 
FOR:  Councillors Adams, Bailey, Bayle, Beadsley,  
  Mrs Clifford, Fawcett, Good, Grayson, Mrs Hirst, 
  Jones, Mrs Keene, McCormack, Piasecki,  
  Mrs Shillcock, Taylor and Wheaton  (16) 
 
AGAINST: Councillors Mrs Ballin, Barnard, Bettison, Birch,  
  Blatchford, Egan, Finnie, Flood, Harrison,  
  Miss Haydon, Mrs Hayes, Mills, North, Mrs Pile, 
  Sargeant, Simonds, Mrs Sutcliffe, Thompson, 
  Wade, Ward and Worrall  (21) 
 
ABSTAINED Councillor Mrs Doyle  (1) 
 
Motion 3/99 was accordingly declared lost. 
 
 

225. Exclusion of Public and Press 
 
RESOLVED that pursuant to Section 100A of the Local Government Act 
1972, members of the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the 
consideration of the following item which involves the likely disclosure of 
exempt information under the following category of Schedule 12A of the Act. 
 
(9) Terms proposed for a contract 

 
 
226. 1 Priestwood Square 
 
 Councillor Bettison declared a pecuniary interest in the matter under 

consideration and left the Council Chamber. 
 
 The Council considered a report containing exempt information which had 

previously been received at the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee 
on 14 July 1999. 

 
 A Motion making amendments to the recommendation contained in the 

report, was moved by Councillor Bayle and duly seconded.  
 
 On being put to the meeting a request for a recorded vote to be taken, voting 

on the amendment was as follows:- 
 
  FOR:  Councillors Adams, Bailey, Bayle, Beadsley, 
    Mrs Clifford, Fawcett, Good, Grayson, Mrs Hirst, Jones, 
    Mrs Keene, McCormack, Piasecki, Mrs Shillcock and 
    Wheaton   (15) 
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  AGAINST: Councillors Mrs Ballin, Barnard, Birch, Blatchford, 
    Egan, Finnie, Flood, Harrison, Miss Haydon, 
    Mrs Hayes, Mills, North, Mrs Pile, Sargeant, Simonds, 
    Mrs Sutcliffe, Thompson, Wade, Ward and Worrall  (20) 
 
  ABSTENTIONS: Nil 
 

The amendment was accordingly declared lost and on being put to the 
meeting, the original Motion was declared carried. 

 
 RESOLVED that 
 

(i) authority be given to the letting of No. 1 Priestwood Square to Pizza 
de Action at a commencing rental of £10,300 per annum on a 15 year 
lease with 5 yearly rent reviews 

 
(ii) a deadline of six weeks be given for the proposed lessee to complete 

and sign the lease: 
 

(iii) should the proposed lessee fail to complete the lease within the six 
week period indicated, the offer be withdrawn and a lease be offered 
to the second highest tenderer as indicated in the report. 

 
 

The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
        and concluded at 11.25pm 

 
 
 
 
 

MAYOR  


